The Charles Darwin Foundation changes its president by Smith, G. T. Corley
THE CHARLES DARWIN FOUNDATION CHANGES ITS PRESIDENT 
Peter Kramer will no longer be President of the Charles Darwin Foundation but he will continue to serve 
Galapagos science and conservation in yet another capacity. 
Peter first went to the Galapagos as a young research scientist in 1962-63, studying the behaviour of 
Darwin's finches and the rock crabs. In those days he was so fleet offoot that he could out-run and capture 
a wild goat. What he may have lost in speed he had made up in wisdom and scientific knowledge by 1970 
when he returned to Academy Bay as Director of the Charles Darwin Research Station, a post he held for 
31/ 2 years. In addition to the inevitable administrative duties, each station director has made his own 
individual contribution to the development of Galapagos conservation: Peter's personal emphasis was on 
closer relations with mainland Ecuador, particularly in the field of education and, of course, he played a 
vital role in the elaboration of the Master Plan for the Galapagos National Park, setting out the guidelines 
which have led to such notable progress in the last ten years. 
When he left the islands in December 1973, he modestly hesitated to accept the offer of the CDF 
Presidency in succession to Jean Dorst, who so splendidly had served the Foundation for its first fifteen 
years as Secretary-General and President. Moreover the arduous demands of paper-work and travel on 
the time of any CDF president were bound to conflict with his career as a university teacher. When he 
accepted the post in 1974 he was already aware of the rival claims of academic research and conservation. 
It seems that, at least for the immediate future, the latter has prevailed as he has now taken up the post of 
Director of Conservation of the World Wildlife Fund International. 
We could say that our loss is the WWF's gain: but Peter is not lost to us. From its earliest days, the WWF 
has given unfailing support to the Galapagos and, from his new post, Peter will be able to direct future 
projects with an unrivalled knowledge of the islands' needs and peculiar conditions. The Darwin 
Foundation owes so much to the WWF: perhaps this is one way in which we can make repayment. For our 
part, we can only express our deep gratitude to Peter for more than twenty years devoted service to 
Galapagos science and conservation. 
As Peter has to leave us, we are happy to be able to welcome another old friend as our new President. Craig 
MacFarland and his wife, Jan, have already spent years in the islands. Like Peter, Craig first came to 
Galapagos as a research scientist and did some most constructive work on the giant tortoises from 1968 to 
1971. When Peter became President, Craig succeeded him as Director of the Research Station from 1974 
to 1978 and now follows him again as President of the Charles Darwin Foundation. 
It is remarkable how the cause of Galapagos conservation has generated enduring fidelity among our 
group and the Foundation is indeed fortunate in enjoying such continuity in its leadership. 
G.T. Corley Smith 
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